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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Dayton HamVention — April 24-26 


Here's the schedule for BMHLA's third angual Forum, 
DATE: Sunday, April 26 
‘TIME: 0930-1100 
ROOM: 2 

Four panelists will each introduce a bicycl-mobile 
topic for discussion by presenting a short demonstration, afer 
Which members of the audience will oatibute related ideas. 
Hanley Alley, NAOA, will doa 15-minute pressation 
comprised mainly of pictures, some of which he shot during 
hiscarser ava frelance magazine photographer. 


FORUM PANELISTS: 


[Ned Mountain, WCAX - "Lightweight Rigs for HE* 
Russ Dwarshis, KBSU “CW While Petaling” 


Bol Pull, KESZJ - “Homebrewing and Antenna Projects™ 
Hartley Alley, NAOA ~ "The Wonderful World of Cyling” 


Mike Nickolaus, NFON - "The BMHA 20 Meter Net” 


EYEBALL We'll gt together for achat and refreshments in 
Hartley Alley's room at the Holiday Ina North, 174 and 
Wagoner Ford Road. Friday, April 24, 5:30 t0 7. Call the 
motel deck 513-278 4871 to get Hartley's room number, All 
are invited, whether BMHA members or not. Wear your mame 
tag. Maybe later we'll go down to dinner inthe mate 


2 METER CONTACT Well use 146.575 simplex as 
[BMHA's own secret fequensy for communicating at the Hara 
‘Areas and at Hartley's hotel. Local epeaters are 100 busy. 

Put that frequency in your HT's memanes end mato 


MESSAGE CENTER To contact other BMHA members at 
Hara Arcos, lve WRITTEN messages at booth 305 at the 
‘Arena. This isthe S-COM booth, and the owner, Bob Schmidt 

for us.” Be there daily a 
IMHA informal Knch bunch, 


EDITOR'S COLUMN 
Firmly Packed 


"This inte wil ave to make do wih arly any act work or 
econo, beste there 30 enc 1 tel you.” Youl fd on this 
tune page the info on out BMA Forum at Dayton. This our ig 
imal event" Hope t see you there. Come up tnd make youre 
‘isown tthe panel members 


Growth Take a hace at our New Members list. They range from NI 
'o MD fo TX to CA to WA to ONT, and then «big lap to Seen. 
(Con stl yng to Ga xt wat BLLENTEL U A dee 


‘sen spurt wll probaly atin, i only do othe spread tha ut 
fae ou inthe ites Worlrade, Apel ian, page 27. Here sll 
Marchand we've altady reseived 1B responses thease nd thee 
sfthese have nad become members, 


‘Packet: At st, we've put tetber he long groin Paks Direory 
In tured out o be easy once figured out how to meve fr one data 
tase to another. Ifyou find mistakes anor need changes, plese let 
sme know promptly 


ed Antenna Arles: The most popular dearest of thi ewer 
isthe one hat features your derigne thd en for anna pecs, We 
‘eed more Send in completed pees, jst ough Mest” See you ia 
Dayo 


Harley Aly, NAGA, Eior 


RAGBRAI / BMHA Rally & Picnic 

‘On Wedoesday July 22nd, BMHA members ae invited o = 
‘ene supper in Des Money, Iowa, Wel be gut at soit eff 
the Des Moines Amatesr RC and RAGHRAIs corp of ham rio 
‘communicators, (Ax you perhaps know, RAGBRAI i the sigue ke 
fie arom Towa tha annunlly daw 10,00 eyelite) The pen will 
lake plein downtown park eat the sate capt. There should be 
‘Heay of parking space, in cane you dive 

Food willbe provided bythe Des Moines ARC. You'll et» 
chance o ace the varius bieylemobie gr that the RAGARAT 
operates ate ung on tha weeklong tek. And you are tye te si 
Ie fide for «day ad cycle along 6 ace what happens on this word 

“Tallin will be on 14638, For further dels coctact Chris 
Charron, WBORSW, Dinctor of Communicitons fr RAGBRAI, M-F 
18002875246, ext 8555. 


A DREAM SETUP FOR HF 


An HF HT that's QRP and FB 
THF bieyele mobile bas ben secret dream since I was 
fiat icented atthe prime bike siding age of 10. Inspired by 
listening to and working Eloy Shelley, WBOGIE {tee previous 
itsue} on the 20M BMHA net, knew this was the year! On 
November 2, WC&X bicycle mobile hit the airwaves on 40 
taeters SSB while on our club's annul cycling weekend in 
[North Florida. Twas wing my new rg, an HF HT that's QRP 
sand FB, which of coure in ham radio tlk means *a high 
frequency handheld transceiver that runs on low power and 
‘works fine™. Details Inter. About 20 stations were contacted 
in 5 states, plus the Bahamas! By hanging around with the 
‘Southcoast net on 725IKHz, it was easy to get signal reports 
tnd cha with fends allover the Southeast. My signal reports 
to $4, and Thad absolutely no trouble 


The radio was a Mizuho MX 78. A what? Yes, 
thats right, a40 Meter HT This lithe gem puts out 2 honest 
watts on CW or SSB, is very stable, and has x bot receiver. 
The nadio mounts neatly in my Cannondale handlebar bag. 
‘Although it ean contain six AA cells for power, these are short 
lived doe tothe high curent (680 ma) om transmit. So T used 
fan arrangement of six D calls of the Gates lead-acid 
Techarpable type. “Those cells available at many humfest, are 
‘hysically the tame size ax other D cells but are tated at 2 volts 
fad 2.SAH. Six of them provide 12 volts and reasonable power 
for all of my tys. A dangling spaker/aic. is annoying and 
dangerous. A beter way ad tobe found. It was. 
‘The Bike Mike 

Introducing the WCAX clip-on “Bike Mike"! (See the 
photo.) The ingredients are an alligator clip, 12/2 house wire, 
heat shrink tubing, and a small electec mic cartridge (Radio 
Shack 4270-050), The mike mounts o the handlebar bag 
support bracket and ix close enough to your mouth to require 
Wray po effort to use i, Yeti 6 Bot in the way, and if 
Consricted properly should not he a safety hazard. A PIT 
pushbutton is mounted under the velero mount of ay beak 
found rearview mirror. Now itis posible to QSO while 
‘ding without fiddling with anything once the radio is initially 
stop. Tt should keep my collarbone a lite safe in the future! 
Antenna Setup 

"The antenna usd for my HF operation is the standard 
Hustler whip with « MO-t short (22°) must. The antenna 
‘mounts 10 w cat mirror mount (Radio Shack) whichis bolted to 
ny rear carer. Itis mechanically very satisfactory, even with 
17 meter rsooator on it! I took alt of nerve to finally hit 
the road with the HF setup, but I'll do it more now thatthe 
intial shock is over. Itis Very important to match the antenna 
‘when your body is on the bike in riding position, as there 
tppenrs to be a significant difference with your whole body 
‘iating at such low frequencies. As you can imagine, this 
takes a good bit of tral and errr, butts worth it 
More oo the HT 

In case you want more information on the Miho 
radios, here goes. It x pysically the same asthe 10 mer DX 
HANDY that was marketed a few years hack by AEA. The 
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company that makes them is Mizuho in Japan, and they make 
them for 80, 40, 20, 17, 15, 10, 6, and 2 meters! They ae 
only sold in Japan. If you can Fad a willing accomplice in 
Japan to buy one in x ham sore, expect to pay about 275 to 
300 bucks each including shipping and duties. 1 have tried to 
‘oavince Mimbo that they are missing « significant market 
here, but no Tuck to date. T have the 80, 40 and 17 meter 
versions. They all work perfectly, and are NOT forsale! 

B.S. Anybody interested in cycling to Dayton from 
somewhere within a day's vide? Peshaps a BMA “biken™ 
‘might be inorder! 

73's, and keep pedaling! 


Ned Mountain, WOH 
185 Currage Sta Cir 
aswell, GA 30075: 


Flash! Now You Can Buy a Mihuzo HT 

‘As mentioned in my BMHA NewsLetter atc [se 
above] am the proud ower of a set ofthe Mihuzo HF HTs 
(QRP "DX Handy" type) radios from Japan. They ae jun the 
ticket for HF bicycle mobiling and. other creative RP 
endewors, There is no USA represeatation of the company 
tha makes these radios. After considerable effort, | have heen 
putin contact with the export agent, who is willing to sll 
‘adios to me as long asthe minimum quantity i 10 units. If | 
can get orders foe at least 10 unite Iwill ake cae ofall the 
arrangements. This is not a business venture, and I am 
sectively trying to get some US amateur radio. company 
Interested in the product fine. I'm willing 10 make a ONE 
TIME order forthe Mizubo radios 


{continued on next page) 


With @ Mico HT nestled tn his handlebar bag and 
his Bike Mike at the reaty, Ned Mouriain WCAK ix 
ready 10 roll 


‘Bands avilable: 40M, 20M (imited quan.) 15M, and 6M. 
“Approximate price: $325 for radio and telescoping antenna 
Delivery time: Apprax. 3 months after I place the onde. 
Deadline 1 order: One month after Dayton Forum - May 27. 


To ordes 
1, Specify band of radios) desired. 
2, Send me a deposit check for $250 PER RADIO. Deposit 
‘hocks willbe held unt I place the order, Should the order not 
‘matralize, your check wil ofcourse be return 

4. Send a SASE so I can let you know that your check hasbeen 
‘aed, the order placed, and the expected ship date. I will 
sso let you know the remaining balance that must be seat prior 
to the doe date, 

4, Send check for reining balance by dv date 

5. L will ship the radio(6) to you via UPS as soon as they are 
received, 

TH be on the program a the BMHA Forum at Dayton 
luce HanVemion schedule elsewhere] demonstrating tone 
‘adios and discussing HF operation on the bike. Ul be happy 
to take orders at that time 

cannot guarantee the product, and am doing this 
imply 10 promote HF QRP — especialy bicycle mobilng. 
You may need to purchase additional eystls forthe radios 
sepia x bow ty ar ep 


Ned Mountain, WOK 
185 Carriage Staton Cirle 
‘aswell, GA.30075 
(404) 992 8576 (evenings/weekends) 


BMHA NET....ON 20 


‘The Net Keeps aPedalin' 

"One ofthe warmest winters on recon.” That's what 
the weatherman says about i. In spite of my being feats 
‘hereon the unally fgid northern pais already have over 
200 miles on the bik this year. 

“That's just tse of what's to come this year, I'm 
sore, Those of you who have been checking into the BMA 
‘ct have been hearig some ofthe same tales of rider fom the 
‘sorter states geting in more miles tha ever 

‘The BMHA net has been faving & great turoout the 
fast fw months. Maybe the net hasbeen really discovered 
‘Many of you are regulary, and this realy appreciated. We 
ave had bicycle mobiles and DX stations check in, along with 
any new calls 

Many of you are planing to tke some great rdes his 
year, We would like to bear about them on the net Stop by 
tnd it ll of ws know, You might even have an extra rider or 
to go with you 

‘We still met on the frst and third Sunday of cach 
‘month at 2530 UTC, on or near 14.253. 


SIGE. 32nd 
'. Sious Ciry, NE 68776 


NEW MEMBERS 


Wee plead al ht nas Membr 


‘Bia Ad, ADD, POND, Siu Cy, 1A 

‘i Manni, KBODL, 290 hsm, Since Ce, 1A S104 

anes or, MONTE, 644 Coe, Vila Fe, 181 

Spies Mode, NON 4S Coma, Vil ak 018 

‘Als Baer, KADIES, 1522 A Ave NE, Cala ap, S02 

Cain, WIZ, 210 Foxhound Ri, Eo Cx, MD 2108 

‘i Cuypor, MUG, $0 Mend Lae, Coming, ta S081 

‘rer Cig, AASHN 312 Nin De, Pan TX 7912 

A Eh, WADR, 9-01 Art Pace, Fir Leva, MI O10 

ELLEMTEL UA, (Mavi ssn, Lb) 
“Aootage If, Socom Abn, Suelen 

‘Kater, NONKT, 2150 Bray, own Ca, 14 S20 

on itn, WOMB, 1374 Summed 1A SRS 

avi Mca, 304 Camino Niu, Se Digo, CA 92117 

anes McD NTUS, 9235 WS, Peni, AZ ROE? 

Tom Mion, WBAPNE, 2 Hip Ra, Asbevile, NCD) 

on eerie, KAORQN, 719, Dex Mes, LA 90812 

evil New, WBMSBE, 309 Lavi Dy, An rer, Ml 44103 

Ken Nothinger ABN, Ket Rd, Tp Cin, OH 4378 

"8h Ome, VESHEN, 47 Danse, Bick ON, Cnn MOR 307 

card Pay, NDSG, Rs 1 Box 4, Ges, MD 1609 

‘ack Bed, WATLEW, 216 Redd Rd, hs, A AS 

ik Stn, NVEX, 268 les Rte 0087 

‘Raber Tea, ITLEZ, 41812 ALi, angen WAS 

‘il Winer, KMAOD, SES Wi Late Ra, Cuming, CA 30130 

‘Mak Wal, KOMRK, 4829 Tal A Sat Ran, CA AT? 


oh ion! ha enn, mak oct 
th hese new members, neome Bm BMA, 
tp hm with ay probs hey might hare 


ABOUT BMHA 


For the information of our first-time readers. 
syele Mobile Hams of Ameria got ke war when a “Stay” 
{in the Jane "89 QST aked tet in ouch with hana who operate hie 
radon wile bieylemobie, or while in aay ater hunae powered 
conveyance” signed by Hanley Alley, NADA.” 25 hums resprdd, 
‘Sd out quinoa, nad receive »simmary ofthe ole di, 

In Apel of 90 we tad our fit BMITA Forum tthe Dagon 
amVenton, We played t & paced howe, overowed the rom, and 
ded 4 names to our malig Ist. Our '91 Forum was agin wll: 
‘tended, and now BMH i tbls an "regula a thi big eve. 

“Tis isthe seventh inne of our quately newaeer, wih has 
tecome the clearing hose forthe exchange of info and sce forthe 
hue who goon the i from heir icles. Since the laa hi 
newaleter We hve added 24 new members The el pal member 
‘ow sands at 152, with members ia 31 sales, Cana, Smeden and 
‘Germany, 

[BMHA membenhip aces: biweekly net on 20 mates 
soul meting and Forum at the Dayton HanVention, decry of 
‘members and the BMHA NewsLeter, which han als on bike ips 
steno, oer gear, operating tie, ee, The menbership aplication 
‘unk onthe next at pape 


LETTERS 


Canada to Mexico — a Solo Trek 
Dear Hartley, 

Pleas sign me up for BMHA! At Inst, club which 
combines my two favorite hobbies. Here's a few lines about 
the west coast tour I did lst summer 


‘Started out just north ofthe Canadian Border on 2 wonderful 
sunny July 6. Took it easy the frst few days; did't see 100 
many bikie. Later found out that almost everyone else went 
‘out on the Olympic Peninsula. The Oregon coast is as 
‘eautfl as it was when TInt rode it, in 1989. The best way 
to seit by bike, of course, Had eyeball QSOs with KG6GI 
tnd NTLCY, who both noticed the ham license plate on my 
foot rack (more often it elicited a puzzed stare). 


Northern California is dry, dey, dey ater 5 years of 
drought, But if you are on 4 bike and know where fo look, 
the countryside comer alive for you. I saw plenty of deer, 
raccoons, binds ce, even xn oceasional sake al the campsites. 


{war doing about 50-60 miles a day north of San 
Francisco, cept for one day, between Fort Bragg and Bodeps 
Ray, CA’ 103 miles! OF course all the tough hills were 
right near the end. Visited some frends in the Bay Arca, 
including Bll, NSGDN, and Steve, N6OIN, If there's one 
spot on earth that ie made for biking, i's the S.P. Bay are 
South of San Francisca I was fesling right in tune, so did 
few more miles every day, averaging 70-80, regardless ofthe 
weather or tera. 


‘Took & day off in Sants Monica, visited «fw 
rmuscums and rede the beach bike path with my old fricad 
Keith, NGIOY. If you ever bike through Los Angeles, make 
sure You doa't do it on a Saturday — oo many  bikin-cad 
‘women to distract you, and cars ready to nun you down 
Finally reached the Menican horder on August 13, The hike ~ 
= highly modified Cannondale ST 600 — performed 
Aewlesly for the entre five weeks. AS usual there were 
plenty of fun people biking the coms, but alas, no hams. 


For ham gear I carried my tusty old Yaceu FT-727 
dalander, on which I had a fe chats while pedaling. The 
HT fits perfectly into my handlebar hote cage. The stato 
parks in the three West Coast states have «system of nicely 
Appointed hiker-biker campsites which cost $2-4 per night 
Remember to carry lot of quarters in Washington, or ele you 
don't get hot shower! 


So what's my plan for '92? Starting June Ist I'm 
riding from here 19 Bradenton, FL via Bar Harbor, ME. That 
trp will ke 5-6 mos. Anybody who would lke to ride with 
sme forall or part ofthe way is mast welcome to come along. 
TI he siding the Bikecentennial Northern Tiee and Easter 
Seaboard routes, with afew diversions through Wisconsin and 
Michigan. Also If anyone knows where Ican lay my hands on 
‘compact, light HF CW/SSB QRP transceiver, pleas lt me 
Know 


See you onthe road net year! 


—Tim Palange, KDAW2 
22985 Jefferson Pt Rd NE 
Kingston, WA 98346 


From a Young Correspondent 


Dear Hartley, 
have been operating while bicycle mobile for about a 
year now on 2 meters, and rally enjoy it, I'm 17 years old, 


And bicycling is my main means of transporation, Many 
people my age have abandoned bicycling a «legitimate means 
(Of transportation since they now have a car and can get 
‘everywhere 10 much faster, However, since I doa't have a car 
‘but ail enjoy the independence of having my own 
transportation, 1 bike just about everywhere Igo. People thik 
merazy to commute 3.4 mile uphill to school every day, but 
[just tell them that the fst 3.4 mies down makes it worth 
wile! 

Last year I wed my IC-2AT on the bicycle to belp 
with communications for a USCF bike rae. I've written an 
frticle about that event. 1's called "Chaos at the Tour de 
Lowell". Maybe you'd lke to run it as a Public Service story. 
Sincerely, 

Justin M. Hughes, KATULT 
252 Siow Road 
Harvard, MA 01451 


(Watch fr the "Chaos story net issue. Ed.) 


A BIKER'S WORLD OF HF 


Working CW While Underway 

‘One problem with convention bicycle motile 
‘operation is that your occasional bufing and puffing is bound 
to be noticed by the other operaor. Say you'e in QSO 
Pesaling along jst fine, and sdenly you gett along step 
Bi "You downshift stand up on the pedals, key up the 
transmitter and try to sy something. “Ubhh.. (whee) L 
(whesze) did't get. (whew) tha ast (huff) part Because 1 
was (bf, pu) grinding up thie (gap il.” 

‘What can you do. to avoid this potentially 
‘embarrassing situation? You could sop trnsmiting, when 
‘exertion is require, but this pasa init on bicyele MOBILE 
‘penton. You could try to keep breathing normaly dsp 
‘he effort, but if you try this for too Tong you'll at the least 
‘ass out. You could try packet radio, but reading » display 
‘while riding poss it's own challenges. 


The Case for CW Or you could try CW! With CW, you 
‘ould do Tang-searin interval taining while preparing forthe 
Olympics, and still Keep on transmitting. As long asthe Tactic 
‘cid doesn’t seep into your brn, you can carry on a 
imteligent CW QSO on the bike. 

‘Ok, I admit I'm exaggerating the effects of bill on 


someone you're bicycle motile on phone. Imagine the look 0a 
someone's fice when they copy that you're bicycle mobile 
vwsing CW! If you try it, T guarantee you'll get some 


(ve wed 4 Uniden HR2S10 on 10M, 2 

‘on 15M, and a Ramsey kit transmitter with 
‘homebrew amplifier on 20M. I use a homebrew keyer. For 
4 paddle I've mounted two subminiature switches 09 «small 
Plastic box and atachod itt the handlebas with nylon straps. 
prefer to keep my palms oo the handlebars because it keeps 
my bund near the brake levers, and minimizes hand movement 
reitve to the switches (60 bumps on the road doo't result in 
too many extra dis or dabs). Don't try to cheap out and just 
‘we one switch as a siright key. Otherwise, your keying will 
sound like... well, t will sound like someone sending CW 
with a straight ey while they're riding bicycle. L speak from 
experience, 


‘A Comparison Yot another bonus when using CW in that it 
fas, as you know, a better signal-to-noise eaio than phone, 
power being equal. This means that you'll be heard more 
asl by other stations. Recently, I decided to compare CW 
and SSB. 1 set my rig down fo 5 watts output on both modes. 
(Op SSB I made numero 10M contacts with stations on the 
west const with ease. On the CW segment there wasn't lot of 
activity for comparison, but I did manage to pick up a station 
calling CQ. He was in Denver Colorado and was running 1/2 
att output toa dipole. His signal was readable at allies, a5 
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of course was mine. He was so excited about the contact that 
he requested a photograph of my setup to publish in his local 
club's newaletir. ‘Thi exercixe demonstrated to me that CW 


‘uch of anything on CW without having a 1/2 howe QSO, and 
thar teas to dean bates fairly quickly. Using CW is fun 
fnce in a while just forthe gria fctor — and when T don't 
‘ant to worry about gasping into the mike while I'm laboring 
up a beastly pide. 


Russell Dwarshals, KBSU 
‘227 Barber ve 
‘Ann Arbor, MI 48103-2721 


(uss wil demonstrate is CW gear and technique a the 
‘BMHA Forum atthe Dayton Hamvention. Ea.) 


TRAVEL & ADVENTURE 


"Beeps, Bikes and the Beautiful Blue 
Danube" 

‘When two couples who enjoy cycling begin thinking 
of a vacation together in Europe, thoughts naturally tum 10 
faking bikes along. If thre of the four are hams, then HTS 
telong inthe picture too. This is an account of just such a 
vacation to Bavaria and Austria and some practical tips for 
‘ature bicycle-mobile travelers otha part ofthe world 

‘Nonyelists always question the wisdom of taking 
your own bikes, but few avid cyclists would think of spending 
bree weeks on an unfamiliar mount. "We were no different 
We did however, break with our previous practice and this 
time all four of us brought mountain bikes. And, it worked 
out very wel. 
Cobble-stones and Cow-paths 

“Touring cyclists in our part of the US ~ the high 
plains of Colorado ~ think in terms of mils traveled ina dy. 
But experience has convinced ime that European cycling is 
measur in villages, sites and experiences pe day that tally up 
‘much faster than the miles. ‘This calls fora bike tha trades off 
efficiency for mobility. A bike that is undaunted by cobble- 
snes and cow-paths, coincidentally is also a great mount for 
mobile radio operating. 

‘So, equipped with well-tuned mountain bikes, HTS 
snd reciprocal licenses we st olf in carly September on a 
rand tour of the back ways of Bavaria, The HTs began to 
fam their keep from day one, It had been a busy summer and 
despite our firm resolve 10 train together, we bad only 
‘managed to fides as 4 teas all super. When combined 
with wide differences in our adaptation to jetag this had the 
effect of scattering our litle party allover the vineyard country 
fof Franken, in northern Bavaria 

But did we worry? Nota bil We kept tbs by radio 
om regular basis, reporting changes in direction taken by 
whomever was out front and stops taken by whomever wasn't 
Ta the hilly countryside bordering Ctechoslovakia, where the 
sort stxp climbs ot lost on the map but not onthe legs, we 
often “alled an audible” and took separate routes with 10 
worries ~ knowing, of course that we could keepin touch on 
meters, 
‘Along the Danube 

Cycling the Dona Radweg (in English: Danube 
Bikeway) that lines both sides of the Danube River and its 
major tributaries is an enchanting exercise in roule-fnding. 
While well documented by map and guidebook (in German) 
there is much that simply exceeds the limits of cartography to 
convey. The river banks have been the focus of man's atvity 
{or millenia and some of that investment has miccefuly 
efed displacement forthe higher purpose and coavenicace of 
cyclemounted travelers. As a result, the “path” weeds 
rough countless villages, backyards” of restaurants and 
factories, and every type of agriculture imaginable. But 
thousands of eycists pas through every week and you never 
feel ike you're intruding, Stil itis reassuring (and fun) to get 
on the HT and share your discoveries with your fiends who 
‘may be miles away onthe distant bank, or even floating along 
‘one ofthe many ferries that ply the river. 


[Need I add thatthe opportunity to stop as oe as 1 
liked atthe many beer and wine gardens convinced me to never 
gain commit myself to traveling with someone who vas not 
‘QRV inthe sade. 

Practical Tips 

‘The ARRL has an effciet service to aid you in 
obtaining your reciprocal licenses. Write to them with list of 
the countries you will be Visiting and they will rend you the 
necessary applications. These usually involve aplication to 
the local equivaleat of the ARRL, not the equivalent ofthe 
FCC, and there is usually a small fe. In return you will ge 
maps of repeater sites and band plans (European VHP and 
‘UHF FM is highly channelized). 

‘The European 2m band is x subset of ours, but their 
‘70cm band is all down atthe 420-430 MH end. Make certain 
that your HT is capable ~ or have it modified. Some repeaters 
require « 1750 or 1800 Hx tone-burst. This feature 1 offen 
incompatible with the US CTCSS feature (which isnot used 
thereat all) and may not be avaiable for your HT. Whistling 
4 sliding note will ofen work. (Oras 4 musician would sy, 
‘whistle gliss that extends over an octave and you're bound to 
hit the right pitch.) Beter practice it ahead of time, Your 
computer can generic a 1750 Hz tone for your practice 
reference 

Don't take rechargeable batteries. Your 110-v 
recharger n't gong fo work, and you won't be staying in one 
place long enough to recharge it anyway. You are going to be 
‘sing that HT every hour that you're not sleeping, even ifs 
only monitoring. Take one oF two AAcall packs and extra 
calls, The power density is much greater. And, no acd to get 
too creative with bike-mountad antenna since you're hikely 0 
‘be on and off your bike a Tot. But take something & bit more 
‘competent than the smallest uber duck. 

‘Even though most of your transmissions will be on 
simplex frequencies where you may never be mocitored, do 
remember to idetify at regular intervals using. standard 
iteratonal phonetics. English is jst fine if ou speak very 
litle Germaa, Thad very litle luck geting « Q8O going with 
the locals in either English or German. VHF/UHF activity in 
Germany and Austria seems to be confined to communication 
tetweea pre-acquuinied partis and, unlike HF operation, is 
catirely im the local language, I never heard 2 CQ or the 
sjuivalent of“. listening” or"... monitoring” in my travel, 
Nor wat I ever cautioned that any of my US operating 
practices were out of place. The repeaters were neither 
fiendly nor hostile ~ just avaiable. 

‘So take your HT and your bike next time your travels 
lake you to Europe, Be a good ambassador for US bicycle 
‘mobiles. And, enjoy the freedom! 


Siam Hunating, KEOIA 
4655 Pleasant Ridge Rd. 
Boulder, CO 80301 


ANTENNAS 


Making a J-Pole Out of a Flag Pole 

thought perhaps oer bicycle mobiles might liks to 
tear of my rather unigue Tpole for 2 metres (Canadian 
spelng) and its mounting arangement. {chose the poe for 
the same reason others have reasonable gain and lack of 
rounding requirements, 1 also like the J-pole because it is 
pPomible fo tune out the effect of surounding metal such a8 
Feyete frame. I bicyele to work —~ when there tno ie on the 
Iicyee path — and use a icyle safety flag because part of 
‘my route is along well-traveled roads 


‘The fag I buy here in Toronto is comprised of wo 
fibre pls halves that ar joined bya metal p-and-ocke type 
font with the female pat being the upper al, te al at 
has the flag tached, {found «pce of sania antenna whip 
‘which just fit into the female sucket ofthe upper half of my 
fag poe 


| ent the stainless into the J. shape leaving just 
‘nough on the radiating part so that when 1 added the flag bal 
4H became the correct length. Since the flag pole was fibre 
sass I soldered a wire to the female socket abd taped it tothe 
‘ide ofthe pole 


‘ike this mounting positon (low onthe rack) because 
it doesnot ge in the way of panniers or ay Toud on the top of 
the rack. And when T remove the flagpole, everything says 
‘on the bike ~ cou, J section, etc. The flag pole is only 30° 
long and can be eaily stored along the tp tube of the bike 
frame, Tam sure this isnot the perfect zolution but t doce a 
ood jb forme and it's always ready to go. 


Bob Orr, VESHBN 
7 Dunsany Cr. 
Brobicoke, Ontario 
Canada MOR 37 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


BICYCLE MOBILE HAMS OF AMERICA (BMHA) 
Please complete and return to: 


BWIA, "Box 4009, Boulder, CO 80306 pate 
Wane. call. License Class 
Adress 

city, state sip, 
Individual: $19 per year. Family: $15 Foreign: $15 


(Pay by check in US dollars or international money order) 
(Make check payable to BMHA) 


(check one) New Member Renewal. Enclosed is my check for $. 


BITS & PIECES 


Bike Bloopers 

Bicycle mobiling is a very enjoyable and incredibly 
sddictig pastime. During the past couple of years I've had a 
Tot of fan puting together and using my bicyele mobile station, 
tut [ve also made a few mistakes, Following is a brit 
treatise oo things that can go Wrong. 

“Make sure your rig is securely ted down. 1 used 
the lt clip on my TH-21A to hang it fom a handlebar water 
ote carer. This worked quite well until 1 decided to get 
‘ut of the saddle an uphill sprint. My right knce Inne 
the rig about six feet ahead of the bike into the street. 
[Naturally there was a car coming, so I had to swerve around 
the radio and hope the car did't hit it. I safely stopped, the 
‘car missed the radio (uckily), and surprisingly, there was only 
{minor chip out ofthe bottom ofthe caze. Now [use a small 
‘bungee cond to hold it down, 

‘Keep your antenna under control. 1 upgraded from 
quater wave whip toa 5/8 wave mounted on the back rack. 
‘This antenna really gots out, but it also swings wildly when 
pedal. Once the bike is up to speed the antenna is prety 
‘abl, but pumping up a hill causes the ip to ‘orbit’ the base 
‘The first time it hit the back of my helm I about jumped out 
fof my shorts! realized that it was also swinging out far 
‘oough to hit an overtaking der. ‘The cure was easy: a 
Tength of quarter inch dowel was taped tothe atensa. This 
‘ot only calmed it down, but also made it more visible. Once 
‘other ders could cleatly see the antenna they (coretly) 
assumed [ was providing communication forthe tour. 

‘Keep your rig dry. Today's UHF/VHF pear is 
reasonably weather resistant, but any bike ride can suddenly 
‘ut the rider out in some SERIOUS rain. I now keep a plastic 
‘hg in my jemey to cover the rig within case of bad weather. 
List ine this happened I had to stop and eat my sandwich 9 
could use the bag forthe radi. The hailstorm that followed 
isanother sory. 


Len Koppl, KDORC 
1404 Dexter St. 
Broomfield, CO 80020 


BMHA NEWSLETTER 


Bicycle Mobile Hams of America 
PO Box 4009 
Boulder, CO 80306 


Address Correction Requested 


First Class Mail 


QSL CORNER 


Inthis space we featare QSL. cards thas have a 
Dieele-mobile met. Send yours in. We'll run it 


WAGOWH WAGRLZ 


Sos MecLARD JEANNE MecLARO 


peg 


CONTACT 


This i a new department in the BMHA NewiLeter, 
the object being. 10 establish a clearing houte where oar 
‘readers cam exchange information on Qnesoone bass. Send 
Inyour request ~ we'll an 


My brother Bill ides quarter hones as wel 
sm bicycles and takes his handheld oa both kinds of ides. 
‘We're wondering: is there a club for horseback hams? 

Dean Bernard, WSWMQ 

{8555 $ SR 73, Wibnington OH 45177 


Has anybody figured out how to power  hike- 
‘mounted radio with a generator? T once sw a ham at Field 
Day who powered his rig by a geacrtor on his stationary 
bicycle, Please contact me if you've done this or have ideas. 
“Ryan Cranford, KABWEO 

1001 Leeson Ave, Van Wert OH 45891 


